THE LIVING PRIMATES

Anthropology 304

Course Meets Tuesday & Thursday from 1:30-3:18 pm in Lord Hall 235

Instructor:

Dr. W. Scott McGraw

Office:


Department of Anthropology, 114 Lord Hall

Tel:


688-3794

Email:


mcgraw.43@osu.edu
Office Hours:

Tues & Thurs, 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Required Texts:
(1) Primate Diversity (2000) by D. Falk 

(2) The Primate Anthology: Essays on Primate Behavior, Ecology and Conservation from Natural History (1997) RL Ciochon & R Nisbett, eds.

Optional Text:

The Pictorial Guide to the Living Primates (1996) by N. Rowe

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO ME, AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND CERTAINLY PRIOR TO THE FIRST EXAMINATION.

Course Content: Primates are among the most interesting and well-studied of all organisms.  No group of mammals displays a greater variety of dietary, locomotor, socio-sexual and communicative adaptations than do prosimians, monkeys, apes and humans.  In this class we take a detailed look at the key morphological and behavioral adaptations of each primate group and examine how these features are used to construct family trees.  In addition we explore what humans can learn about themselves by studying non-human primates and what factors threaten the continued survival of our closest relatives.

Course Objectives: The principal objective of this course is to introduce students to the diversity of living primates.  Student successfully completing the course will be able to answer the following questions: (1) What are primates and how do they differ from other mammals?  (2) What are the major morphological and behavioral features that distinguish each primate group?  (3) What factors account for the taxonomic diversity among primates? (4) In what ways are human primates similar to and different from non-human primates?  (5) What is the future of living primates?  

Course Requirements: There are three exams: two midterms and a final.  The first exam is during week 4, the second exam is during week 7 and the third exam is during finals week according to the schedule from the registrar's office. Exams are not comprehensive and each exam counts towards one third of final grade.  Make-up exams will be at the instructor's discretion.  If you miss an exam you have 24 hours to contact me.  Official documentation is required (doctor's excuse, accident report, etc.) for make-ups.  All make-up exams will be essay and must be taken within 1 week after the exam.  Otherwise, the student will receive an "O" for that exam.  Exams are based on lectures, readings, films and discussion.  The university takes a serious view of cheating, and should any student engage in this practice during the course of any test, his/her paper will be canceled to a mark of zero, and a report will be made to the administration.

Academic Misconduct:  All students should become familiar with the rules governing alleged academic misconduct.  All students should become familiar with what constitutes academic misconduct, especially as it pertains to plagiarism and test taking.  Ignorance of the rules governing academic misconduct or ignorance of what constitutes academic misconduct is not an acceptable defense.  Alleged cases of academic misconduct are referred to the proper university committees.

Class Cancellations: In case of unexpected instructor absences the information will be posted on the following departmental website.  This site should be consulted during inclement weather to check for possible class cancellations or delays.  Do not call the department, check the website. http://monkeys.sbs.ohio-state.edu/news.htm.

Evaluation:  Final grades will be based on three exam scores with each contributing approximately 33% towards your final grade.  Final grades will be distributed as follows: A (92-100), A- (90-91), B+ (88-89), B (82-87), B- (80-81), C+ (78-79), C (72-77), C-(70-71), D+ (68-69), D (60-67), E < 60.
THIS PUBLICATION/MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMATS UPON REQUESTS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT MS. JEAN WHIPPLE, DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY, 292-4149.

Course Outline and Reading Schedule 

Week 1

Thursday 
(Sept. 22): 
Course mechanics, What are primates?

Reading: 
Falk: Introduction 




Week 2

Tuesday
(Sept. 27): 
Primate adaptations & natural history



Reading:
Falk: Introduction & Chapter 2


Thursday
(Sept. 29):
The basics of primate evolution.

Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 1



(2) Anthology - Backdrop (pp. XIX-XXX)
Week 3

Tuesday (Oct. 4): 

Prosimian Anatomy; Galagos, Lorises & Tarsiers
Readings: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 3



(2) Anthology essay 29: Radio Bush Baby (R Martin & S Bearder)



(3) Anthology essay 33: Calls of the Wild (S Bearder)
Thursday (Oct. 6): 

Lemurs

Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 4



(2) Anthology essay 31: Lemurs Lost and Found (P Wright)

Week 4

Tuesday 
(Oct. 11): 
Exam I

Thursday 
(Oct. 13): 
Platyrrhine Biology, The Callitrichines





Video: Gremlins: Faces in the Forest
Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 5



(2) Anthology essay 20: Strategies of Reproduction (RD Martin)


(3) Anthology essay 24: Diet for a Small Primate (S Ferrari)


Week 5

Tuesday 
(Oct. 18): Cebidae and Atelidae
Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 6



(2) Anthology essay 4: Family Feuds (C Crockett)

(3) Anthology essay 21: Poison in a Monkey's Garden of Eden (Glander)



(4) Anthology essay 22: Capuchin Counterpoint (C Janson)

(5) Anthology essay 23: Scarlet Faces of the Amazon (J Ayres)

(6) Anthology essay 25: Monkeys With Inflated Sex Appeal (S Boinski)


(7) Anthology essay 26: Menu For a Monkey (K Strier)



(8) Anthology essay 27: Night Watch on the Amazon (P Wright)
Thursday 
(Oct. 20): Old World Monkeys I: The colobines

Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 7



(2) Anthology essay 1: Monkey Moves (ED Starin)

(3) Anthology essay 7: Daughters or Sons (S Blaffer-Hrdy)


(4) Anthology essay 17: Teamwork Tactics (L Leland & T Struhsaker)



(5) Anthology essay 18: The Kindness of Strangers (ED Starin)

Week 6

Tuesday (Oct. 25): 
Old World Monkeys II: Guenons, Mangabeys, Geladas & 




Mandrills




Mask of the Mandrill (time permitting)

Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 8



(2) Anthology essay 8: In the Minds of Monkeys (Cheney & Seyfarth)


(3) Anthology essay 13: Monkey on a Riverbank (K Homewood)


(4) Anthology essay 19: The Vervet's Year of Doom (L Isbell)

Thursday (Oct. 27): Old World Monkeys III: Macaques & Savannah Baboons 
Reading:
(1) Falk: Chapter 9



(2) Anthology essay 3: Mother Baboon (J Luft and J Altman)


(3) Anthology essay 5: What are Friends For? (B Smuts)


(4) Anthology essay 7: Ms. Monkey (MF Small)



(5) Anthology essay 11: Leading Ladies (J Altmann)


(6) Anthology essay 14: The Predatory Baboons of Kekopey (R Harding 






  & S Strum)



(7) Anthology essay 30: The Rhesus Monkey's Fall From Grace (C






Southwick and M Siddiqui)

Week 7 

Tuesday 
(Nov. 1): 

Fieldwork, Endgame in Africa, Review

Thursday 
(Nov. 3): 

Exam II
Week 8 

Tuesday 
(Nov. 8): 

Gibbons





Guest lecture: (Gayatri Thampy)






Video: The Gibbons
Reading:
(1) Falk: Chapter 10



(2) Handout: "Gibbon song and human music from an evolutionary 



      perspective" by Thomas Geissman.



(3) http://www.tiho-hannover.de/gibbons/main/index.html
Thursday 
(Nov. 10): 

Orangutans

Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter 11




(2) “How to be an orangutan.” Int. Wildlife. Jan/Feb 1997, pp. 38-45.

Week 9 

Tuesday 
(Nov. 15):

Gorillas





Video: Gorillas (time permitting)

Reading:
(1) Falk: Chapter 12



(2) Anthology essay 2: Gorilla Society (P Veit)

Thursday 
(Nov. 17):

Chimpanzees


Reading: 
(1) Falk: Chapter13



(2) Anthology essay 10: Dim Forest, Bright Chimps (C Boesch and






H Boesch Acherman)



(3) Anthology essay 12: To Catch a Colobus (C. Stanford)


(4) Anthology essay 16: Leopard Killers of Mahale  (R and J Byrne)

Week 10 

Tuesday 
(Nov. 22): 

Bonobos

Reading:
(1) Falk: Chapter 13



(2) Anthology essay 15: Acrobatic Pygmy Chimpanzees (RL  Susman)



(3) Anthology essay 9: The Bonobo's Peaceable Kingdom (T Kano)


Thursday 
(Nov. 24)

HAPPY THANKSGIVING


Week 11

Monday 
(Nov. 29):
The New Chimpanzees
Thursday 
(Dec. 1): 
Primate Conservation and Review

Reading:
(1) Anthology: pp. 193 - 197 (Nisbett and Ciochon)



(2) Anthology essay 28: The Perils of Primates (J Wolfheim)
Final Exam: Wednesday, December 7th, 1:30 – 3:18 pm
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